
I am a student with a hemiplegia, therefore I walk with a limb. In addition I have eye problems 

like a really bad eye including a double vision. Therefore I have difficulties with stairs, a bad 

orientation sense and some difficulties to walk long distances. Nevertheless, I had almost no 

difficulties to manage my exchange semester experiences in a positive way.  

With regard to the infrastructure and my bad orientation due to my eyes, I had no difficulties. For 

the buildings are located closely to each other. Also the ways to the different rooms are well 

labelled. Moreover, there are a lot of bannisters, elevators and flat areas. For this reason I was 

able to find all important rooms with regard to my studies. Thus, it did not matter that I have 

difficulties with stairs due to my disabilities. Even with regard to the exams I had no problems. 

As it was no problem at all to talk with the lectures about special requirements for the exams due 

to my disabilities. However, I have to point out that it would be better to inform the lectures once 

again via e-mail before the exam period starts.  

There is only one thing which I have to recommend: Try to make the doors in the dormitories 

more accessible to students with disabilities. As the doors can only be opened through a key card 

and they are heavy and close automatically. This is not really helpful, when I have to carry my 

baggage, because I need more time for that and it is not always someone there who I can ask for 

help. Apart from this, I was able to manage my staff within the accommodation very well. 

Finally, I would like to clarify that I have had no problems with regard to non-academic staff and 

human relations. The people I have met, were all very friendly. This does not only go for the 

TUT personnel, but also for other students both from the TUT and from other Estonian 

universities. It was no problem to arrange appointments within Tallinn or outside of Tallinn and 

having a great time with each other! I also informed my friends that I got a personal driver, so we 

were able to manage our appointments well. Otherwise my friends helped me to find a taxi or 

brought me back to the bus station, if I came without the help of the driver. Thus we had a great 

time with each other and my disabilities were no problem at all, neither for me nor for my 

friends. I have even taken part in some events and my disabilities were taken into account, as I 

informed the people on time. All in all, I can say that I am happy that I have met very kind people 

in Estonia, regardless if they are Estonians or not. 
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