
 

   
 

HELGA AND ELMAR MINNUS SCHOLARSHIP 
 

The Helga and Elmar Minnus Scholarship was established with the funds granted to the 
TalTech Development Fund by the Association of Estonian Culture in Stockholm.  
 
1. The Helga and Elmar Minnus Scholarship is intended for a successful Engineering student 

of Road Engineering and Geodesy at the School of Engineering of  Tallinn University of 
Technology, preferably specialising in engineering geodesy, at the level of engineering studies 
or master’s studies. 

2. The amount of the scholarship is 2,000 euros. 

3. The scholarship shall be applied for and awarded by way of public competition. The competition 
shall be announced in the newspaper Mente et Manu, on the Internet homepage of the TalTech 
Development Fund and in at least one nationally distributed daily newspaper.  

4. In order to apply for the scholarship, applicants shall have to submit the following (digitally 
signed) to the Management Board of the Development Fund: 

• A letter of motivation; 

• Curriculum Vitae; 

• An extract from study results (from the Dean’s Office); 

• A recommendation letter from the advising lecturer. 

5. The Management Board of the Development Fund shall register the applications submitted for 

the scholarship and organise the forwarding of the documents to the sponsor. Upon its wish, 

the sponsor may meet with the scholarship applicants before selecting the receiver of the 

scholarship. 

6. The receiver of the scholarship shall be approved by the Supervisory Board of the Development 

Fund on the basis of the sponsor’s proposal. 

7. The scholarship shall be paid to the bank account notified to the Management Board of the 

Development Fund by the receiver of the scholarship. 

8. The Management Board and the Supervisory Board of the Development Fund shall settle any 

possible problems related to awarding the scholarship. 

 

 
Elmar Minnus was born in Pärnu on 20 November 1920 and grew up in the rural municipality of 
Varbla in Pärnu County. In 1939, he graduated from the Estonian Alexander Agricultural Secondary 
School in Olustvere, followed by internships in Denmark and Germany. From 1941 to 1944, Elmar 
Minnus worked in the Lääne County Government as a technical advisor on agricultural matters. In 



 

   
 

1944, he emigrated to the Kingdom of Sweden. There, he first participated in research on the 
cultivation of rapeseed at the Department of Plant Breeding at the Swedish University of Agricultural 
Sciences in Ultuna, near Uppsala. From 1947 until his retirement, Elmar Minnus’ work was related 
to mapping and photogrammetry. One of his first projects in the field saw the mapping of the 
water-rich rivers of northern and central Sweden (Indalsälven, Faxälven, Dalälven), the objective 
of which was to forecast and gain an overview of the environmental impacts of water regime 
changes caused by hydroelectric power plants. Elmar Minnus studied photogrammetry at the 
departments of Land Surveying and Engineering Physics of the Royal Institute of Technology (KTH) 
in Stockholm. He specialised in the interpretation of aerial photographs at the Institute for Aerial 
Survey and Earth Sciences in Delft, Netherlands. Further specialisation and a position as a doctoral 
student and research assistant followed at the University of Bonn (Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-
Universität Bonn). Elmar Minnus has published more than 40 research and popular science articles 
in the field of photogrammetry, mapping, and interpretation of aerial photographs. In one of his 
more extensive research projects (‘Spektrale Remission unbewachsener Böden als Faktor bei der 
Luftbildinterpretation’), he developed a methodology for identifying soil types with different 
moisture content on aerial photographs. The results of his research were applied in the selection 
of the optimal filter for stereo imaging, interpretation of aerial photographs, and mapping. After 
returning to Sweden, he took up employment with the Swedish National Land Survey, where he 
worked until his retirement in 1979. Elmar Minnus was a member of multiple international 
photogrammetry associations and represented Sweden at international conferences, often with his 
wife Helga (b. 27.04.1913, maiden name Wooremaa). Both the spouses were active in the social 
life of the Estonian diaspora, and Elmar Minnus was also a member of the academic corporation 
Fraternitas Estica. Elmar’s wife Helga died on 15 March 1988, while Elmar passed away on 2 July 
2006 in Stockholm. 
 


