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INTRODUCTION

▪ The Nordic countries are world-leading in many respects, from WJP Rule of Law
Index rankings to being the best location for a data centre, so it is no surprise
that they are also global leaders when it comes to digitalization.

▪ Scandinavian courts are still not at the forefront. Nevertheless, modest steps
in the direction of digitisation, individually or in combination, could
eventually lead to a fundamental transformation of the role of courts and
judicial proceedings.

▪ The exploitation of digital technology to make litigation increasingly
efficient and simpler is the goal of the third generation procedure.

▪ Accordingly, the target of the research project is to foster a
collaboration in the area of court digitisation in the Nordic and Baltic
States so that the nations can compile and exchange the lessons
that each one gains from the implementation of IT solutions.
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HISTORICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NORDIC LEGAL SYSTEMS

▪ Nordic law has largely developed independently from
other European legal systems, but also because,
historically, this development has taken place on the
basis of common Nordic political, economic, social and
cultural developments.

▪ For more than 100 years there has been both
intensive formal and informal cooperation between the
Nordic countries in an attempt to harmonise their
legislation.

▪ The golden age of Nordic legal cooperation is primarily
associated with the 1950s and 1960s, despite the fact
that some initiatives taken then and the fundamental
work done at that time only came to fruition later.
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HISTORICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE NORDIC LEGAL SYSTEMS

The Nordic countries have long used fixed forms of legislative co-operation, which are constantly 
expanding into new areas. The Nordic states have, on the basis of common discussions, adopted identical 
laws whose contents have been agreed upon without any underlying convention. 

Law in the Nordic countries today has several common characteristics: a strong legislative tradition and 
strong courts involving lay persons, an accessible legal language in legislation and court decisions and 
verbalism in legal proceedings, a limited amount of professional lawyers and a small and pragmatic legal 
science. 

All Scandinavian countries have introduced rules that allow, and in some cases oblige, citizens and 
businesses to interact with the administration through digital communication. 

Numerous laws have been passed whereby a citizen can apply for permits, services, etc. only digitally, 
usually by going to the webpage of the relevant authority and completing an electronic form. 
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CURRENT STATUS OF E-JUSTICE IMPLEMENTATION BY NORDIC 
COUNTRIES. DENMARK

Legislation in Denmark has now been amended to pave the way 
for the introduction of digital communication and a reliable and 

secure solution is being developed together with a new case 
management system for the courts. 

The court administration adopted a digitisation strategy for the 
Danish court in 2014, aiming to ensure that all civil proceedings 

can be conducted digitally. 

Since 2018, the Danish government has made it compulsory for 
all ministries to assess whether new legislation is ready for 

digitisation. 
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CURRENT STATUS OF E-JUSTICE IMPLEMENTATION BY NORDIC 
COUNTRIES. SWEDEN

▪ One important part of the Swedish courts' ability to
ensure continuity of operations was the use of video
technology, which became widespread during the
pandemic.

▪ About 10 years ago, there was a reform whereby
all local district courts began to record oral
evidence (witness hearings) by video link.

▪ A project is being implemented to ensure that
the judiciary works together jointly using
information technology to better share
information in the criminal justice process.
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CURRENT STATUS OF E-JUSTICE IMPLEMENTATION BY NORDIC 
COUNTRIES. ICELAND

One of the first centralised tasks 
of the Judicial Administration of 

Iceland was to initiate a new 
case management system in the 
courts, allowing the electronic 
filing of documents and the 
transfer of court documents 

between court levels.

To deal with the implications 
of COVID-19, legislation on 
the administration of justice 
had been amended to ensure 

that the courts performed 
their statutory functions as 

well as providing legal 
certainty during this 

procedure. 

Moreover, a centralised
internet legal database was 

also opened where the public 
could access all laws, 
regulations or other 
administrative acts, 

international treaties, court 
decisions and final rulings of 

the authorities that have 
general application or set a 
precedent, all on the same 

website.
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CURRENT STATUS OF E-JUSTICE IMPLEMENTATION BY NORDIC 
COUNTRIES. NORWAY

▪ The Norwegian Judicial Administration has set up
a web portal for sharing information about cases,
dispute papers, judgments in compiled form and
submission fees in both civil and criminal cases.

▪ As a starting point, the courts of general jurisdiction are
going to widely implement digital technology in the pre-
jury phase.

▪ In addition, in cases before the courts of general
jurisdiction, documents obtained by the court on
an electronic portal are accessible to other
participants in the proceedings.

▪ There is a project to deliver evidence electronically in the
courts of general jurisdiction.



TALLINN UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY

CURRENT STATUS OF E-JUSTICE IMPLEMENTATION BY NORDIC 
COUNTRIES. FINLAND

There is an ongoing AIPA project which aims at creating an electronic system for the 
administration of justice. AIPA is an electronic database which contains all documents related to 
court cases handled by prosecutors, district courts, courts of appeal and the Supreme Court.

Two systems have been developed in Finland: the case management system TUOMAS and the 
electronic transfer system SANTRA.

Currently, a data system project is under consideration in the judicial system with the aim of 
replacing paper documents with electronic ones. 
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CONCLUSION

▪ The new coronavirus pandemic illustrates the Nordic
countries' pragmatic approach: the problems are that
courts lack the hardware and software to enable judges
to conduct hearings remotely, even from their home
office.

▪ Consequently, one possibility for the lack of strong
interest in digitisation of courts before the pandemic is
that the Nordic countries have the least need to pay high
attention to digital reforms in order to uphold well-
established indicators of democracy, welfare and social
development.

▪ Nevertheless, while the pandemic has definitely made a
significant difference, one way of further developing and
improving the scope of our study is to learn from and
elaborate shared decisions within the Nordic countries.


