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Do Machines Have Rhythm? Al and the Reorganisation of Urban Life

Technologies have the power to restructure everyday lives, environments, and the world itself.
Yet we still lack a clear understanding of the mechanisms through which artificial intelligence
is reshaping social and urban realities. One key barrier has been the dominance of two
competing discourses: Al as progress and innovation, or Al as a critical force producing
inequality and exclusion. This keynote proposes a shift beyond this dichotomy by introducing
a neutral analytical framework grounded in Henri Lefebvre’s rhythmanalysis. It asks how
data-rich and Al-driven systems restructure urban rhythms across time and space. As each
city constitutes a distinct rhythmic configuration, Al systems — including autonomous
vehicles — are understood as interventions into everyday temporal structures that may either
synchronise with or disrupt existing urban rhythms. Empirically, the talk draws on a
comparative study across 26 cities, combining cognitive eye-tracking with crowdsourced
survey data. Focusing on everyday events in urban mobility, it examines how Al-mediated
rhythms are perceived, how experience is articulated, and how disruptions and adaptations
emerge in practice. It also addresses a core design challenge: how to build Al systems that can
operate across highly heterogeneous rhythmic environments. The keynote ultimately reframes
Al not only as a technological system, but as a force that reorganises the social and ethical
configuration of urban life, with implications for inclusion, inequality, and urban knowledge
production.
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